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Bibliometrics: citations: 243, h-Index: 10, i10-index: 10

Specialization: Prehistoric Archaeology and Early Historical Archaeology.
Study Area: Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Chhattisgarh states of India.

Short Bio: Dr. Arjun Rao is a Indian field archaeologist, renowned for his pioneering work on the prehistory and early history of South Asia. Currently serving as Assistant Professor in the Department of History and Archaeology at the Central University of Karnataka, Dr. Rao seamlessly blends traditional field archaeology with cutting-edge computational approaches, including AI-driven analyses and GIS-based spatial modelling, to uncover the intricacies of past human landscapes. His research spans the vibrant regions of Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, and Chhattisgarh, focusing on settlement patterns, material culture, and the evolving interaction between humans and their environment. Over the years, Dr. Rao has led and collaborated on numerous high-profile national and international projects, partnering with esteemed institutions such as the National Geographic Society (Washington DC), Luigi and Laura Dallapiccola Foundation (Edinburgh), Ancient India and Iran Trust (Cambridge), Ghent University (Belgium), as well as key Indian organizations including the Tamil Nadu State Archaeology Department (Chennai) and the Indian Council of Historical Research (New Delhi). Dr. Rao has contributed extensively to books, peer-reviewed journals, and academic lectures, while also developing specialized content for initiatives such as SATHEE IIT Kanpur, the Ministry of Education, Dr. BR Ambedkar Open University (BRAOU), Directorate of Distance Education at the University of Mysore, E-PG Patashala, and the UGC. His work not only advances the frontiers of South Asian archaeology but also fosters interdisciplinary dialogue, bridging history, technology, and cultural heritage.

I. Qualification

· Ph. D (2014-2018). Thesis: “Landscapes and Settlement Pattern of Neolithic and Iron Age Cultures of Raichur Doab”, Deccan College Post Graduate and Research Institute, Pune.
· M. Phil. (2013) in Ancient History and Archaeology, University of Mysore.
· M. A (2012) in Ancient History and Archaeology, University of Mysore.
· P.G. Dip. in Epigraphy (2012) and P.G. Dip. in Museology, Tourism and Heritage (2013), University of Mysore.
· B. A in History, Political Science and Economics (2007-2010), Christ College, Bangalore.
· UGC-NET (2012) in Archaeology.

II. Teaching Experience: 7 years

III. PhD Guidance: Awarded: 1; Ongoing: 3

IV. Collaborations (academics and research):  Ministry of Education and IIT Kanpur, Ghent University, Belgium, Tamil Nadu State Archaeology Department, Robert Bruce Foote Sanganakallu Archaeological Museum.  

V. [bookmark: _Hlk138597232]Professional Capacity at Central University of Karnataka. 

1. Academic Coordinator, Dr. Ambedkar Centre for Excellence (DACE), Civil Services Coaching Centre, 2026-Current. 
2. Member Convenor, Research and Intellectual Property Enabler, Institutional Development Plan, CUK, 2024- Current. 
3. Member, The Governance Research and Development Cell (CUK-RDC): Collaboration and Community Committee, 2024- current.  
4. IQAC Coordinator for Department of History and Archaeology 2020- 2024.
5. Member Secretary, Department Museum and Conservation Laboratory, Dept. of History and Archaeology, 2021- current. 
6. Nodal Officer, Expert Heritage Body, National Monuments Authority and Central University of Karnataka 2022-current.
7. BoS Member, Department of History and Archaeology 2021- 2024.
8. UG, PG, PhD Admission Committee Member (Assistant Professor Senior by rotation) for Dept. of History and Archaeology 2021-2024. 
9. Academic Coordinator, Dr. Ambedkar Centre for Excellence (DACE), Civil Services Coaching Centre. 2022-2023.
10. Member, Ajadi Ki Amrut Mahotsav Committee at Central University of Karnataka, 2021-2023
11. Member, Tobacco Control Committee, 2021-2023. 

VI. Workshops/ Seminars Conducted

1. International Symposia on From Forests to Shores: Exploring Landscapes and Material Culture of the Western Ghats and Malabar Coast, 23rd October 2024, organized in collaboration with Central University of Karnataka and South Asian Studies, Ghent University, Belgium.
2. Three-day National Level workshop on Advanced Methods in Historical and Archaeological Research, from February 5-7 2024 at Dept. of History and Archaeology at Central University of Karnataka, organized in collaboration of the Mythic Society Bengaluru. 
3. Two-day workshop on Ancient India: Agriculture and Animal Domestication, from February 3-4, 2023 at Dept. of History and Archaeology at Central University of Karnataka, Kalaburagi. Funded by Central University of Karnataka, Kalaburagi.
4. Three days Online Workshop on India from Prehistory to Medieval Period: Sources and Methods, from 16-18 June 2020 at Dept. of History and Archaeology at Central University of Karnataka, Kalaburagi. Funded by Central University of Karnataka, Kalaburagi.



VII. Archaeological Research Projects: 07

1. ‘Nilgiri Archaeological Research Project, Upland Societies and Forest Communities in India’, funded by the Research Foundation–Flanders (FWO) with an Odysseus Type II grant, Co-PI Arjun R, and PI-Daneila De Simone, Ghent University, Belgium. 2023-Ongoing.

2. ‘Maski Early Medieval Archaeological Survey (MEAS)’, in collaboration with the Tamil Nadu State Department of Archaeology, Chennai. 2024- Ongoing. 

3. ‘Stone Tool Economy and Resources Use in Raichur Doab’. Funded by the Indian Council of Historical Research, New Delhi. 2022- ongoing. 

4. [bookmark: _Hlk149288735]‘Survey and Mapping of the Fortified Settlements of Ancient South Kosala, Chhattisgarh’. Funded by the Luigi and Laura Dallapiccola Foundation, Edinburg. 2021-2023.

5. ‘Koppa Archaeological Research Project: Prospecting for South Indian Iron Age Settlement Pattern and Human Ecology’. Funded by National Geographic Society, Washington DC. 2017-2019.

6. ‘Referring to Raymond Allchin’s thesis and other Collections’ for Rediscovery of Prehistoric Sites of Raichur (Karnataka)’. Funded by; 
A) UK Visiting Fellowship 2019-20. Nehru Trust of Indian Collection for Victoria and Albert Museum. 
B) Small Study and Research Grant UK- 2017- 18. Nehru Trust of Indian Collection for Victoria and Albert Museum. 

7. ‘Brahmagiri Landscape and Settlements Surveys (BLSS)’. Through Junior Research Fellowship, Indian Council for Historical Research, New Delhi. 2014-2018.


VIII. Research Grants and Fellowships: 09

1. National Geographic Society, Washington DC (2017-2018).
2. Luigi and Laura Dallapiccola Foundation, Edinburg (2021-2022). 
3. UK Visiting Fellowship 2019- 20, Nehru Trust for the Indian Collection at the Albert and Victoria Museum, London (2019-2020). 
4. Indian Council for Historical Research, New Delhi (2022-2024). 
5. Small Study and Research Grant UK 2017-18, Nehru Trust for the Indian Collections at the Victoria and Albert Museum, London. (2017-2018).
6. Travel Grant, International Union for Quaternary Research to attend INQUA XX Congress, Dublin, Ireland (2019).
7. Junior Research Fellowship for Doctoral Programme, Indian Council of Historical Research, New Delhi (2015-2017).
8. Travel Grant, Central University of Karnataka, to attend 22nd Indo-Pacific Prehistory Association (IPPA) Conference, Chinag Mai, Thailand (2022).
9. Travel Grant, International Union for Quaternary Research to attend INQUA XXI Congress, Rome, Italy (2023).


IX. Publications: 36

1. Papers in Journals (International/ National): 26
(Scopus Indexed, Web of Sciences and UGC CARE list/index).
2. Edited Book: 1
3. Chapters in edited volume: 07
4. Encyclopedia Entry: 01
5. Blog: 01


Scopus Indexed and Web of Sciences journals
	
Srijja Merugu, Arjun R., Deepak Pal & Elanthendral S. R. 2025. Landscape and Settlement Pattern of Southern Neolithic Sites in the Eastern Raichur Doab. Ancient Asia, 16: 1, pp. 227-249.
Arjun, R. 2022. Prehistoric settlement developments in the multi-period sites of south India, Brahmagiri Hill. L’Anthropologie 126 (5) https://doi.org/10.1016/j.anthro.2022.103026 
Arjun, R. 2020. Rock Abrading in South India. In: Smith, C. (eds) Encyclopedia of Global Archaeology. Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-30018-0_3186 
Arjun, R et al. 2019. Koppa Archaeological Research Project (KARP): Exclusive Iron Age Landscapes in the Western Ghats, India. Archaeological Research in Asia 17: 173-80. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ara.2019.01.001 
Arjun, R. 2018. Archaeological Investigations at the Brahmagiri Rock shelter: Prospecting for its Context in South India Late Prehistory and Early History. Archaeological Research in Asia    15: 1-12.
Arjun, R. 2017. New approaches towards measuring cupule volume for empirical analysis: an experimental study from Brahmagiri, Southern India. Current Science 113 (12): 2335-2341.
Arjun, R. 2016. Exploring South Indian Iron Age Megalithic Burial site for its Habitational and Spatial Distribution over the Kaveri landscape at Koppa, Karnataka, India. Current Science 110 (12): 2268- 2275.
Arjun, R and Shreekant Jadhav. 2014. Labour, Industry and Production in Megalithic Period (South Indian Iron Age): Nomadic, semi-settled group or settled group? Acta Ethnographica Hungarica 59(2): 417-421. https://doi.org/10.1556/AEthn.59.2014.2.11
 
Authored/ Edited Book

Bari, M.N and R. Arjun (eds.)  2023. Emperors, Saints and People. Revisiting Deccan History. Primus Books, Delhi ISBN: 978-93-5572-123-6.

X. Learning Modules and Lecture Course 

1. SATHEE Modules for CUET-UG exam, subject History: creation of content, video lectures, and study materials, Ministry of Education and IIT Kanpur. 12 Units 49 topics, 2025-2026.  
2. Course content for the Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Open University Post Graduate (M.A.) Course, Hyderabad ‘Introduction to Archaeology’, 2026. 
3. Reading Materials: 12 modules on Art and Architecture of South India, Directorate of Distance Education, University of Mysore, Mysore.  
4. Reading Material: Iron Age Material Culture: Society and Economy. E- PG Patashala, Online education program for Post Graduate Students, UGC and MHRD, New Delhi.

XI. Presentations in Conference/ Seminars in National and International: 28

Papers in abroad: Dublin (Ireland), Cambridge (England), Chiang Mai (Thailand), Rome (Italy), Gwangju (South Korea), Sanliurfa (Turkey), Salatiga (Indonesia), Ghent (Belgium), Poznan (Poland)

X. Invited talks in Refresher course/ Seminars/ Workshops: 40

XI. Peer review for National and International Journals: 14


XII. Editorial Boards
1. Co-Editor-in-Chief, Journal of Archaeological Studies in India, New Delhi.
2. Peer Reviewed: Humanities and Social Sciences Communications (Nature); Antiquity (Cambridge University Press); Journal of Archaeological Research in Asia (Elsevier); Journal of Social Archaeology (Sage Journals); Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society of Sri Lanka; Heritage: Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies in Archaeology; Tamil Civilization, ShodhKosh: Journal of Visual and Performing Arts.  

XIII. Professional Capacity and Other Affiliations

1. Content/module creator for the subject History, SATHEE, an initiative by the Ministry of Education and IIT Kanpur. 
2. Content/module creator, Introduction to Archaeology, Dr. BR Ambedkar Open University (BRAOU), Hyderabad 
3. Course Instructor, Post-Graduate Diploma, Tamil Nadu Institute of Archaeology and Museology, Tamil Nadu State Archaeology Department, Chennai.
4. Course Instructor, Institute of Archaeology, Archaeological Survey of India, New Dehi.
5. BoE Member, Dept. of History and Archaeology, University College, Mangalore.
6. External Grant Reviewer, National Geographic Society, Washington DC.
7. Scientific Committee Member, Dr H N International Science Centre, Gowribidnur, Karnataka. C/O- AE121, Department of Aerospace Engineering, Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore - 560012.

XIV. Membership in Professional Bodies

1. International Council of Museums (ICOM), Paris and India. 
2. International Union of Prehistoric and Protohistoric Sciences (UISPP), Bern, Switzerland. 
3. Association of Environmental Archaeology, Glasgow, Scotland. 
4. European Association for South Asian Studies (EASAS), Bonn, Germany.
5. ECN Regional Representative for India, Past Global Changes (PAGES), Switzerland.
6. Life Member of the Indian Society for Prehistoric and Quaternary Studies (ISPQS), Pune, India.

XV. Software Skills

1. Mapping: Esri ArcGIS, Garmin Base Camp and Google Earth Pro mapping.
2. Data processing: Adobe Photoshop, illustration, and D-Stretch digital enhancement.
    
XVI. Countries visited for academic purpose: Ireland, The United Kingdom, Thailand, Italy, Belgium (2), Turkey, Indonesia, France, Poland and Honk Kong
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